
 



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

May 20, 2015 

 

Wausau City Council 

407 Grant Street 

Wausau, WI 54403 

 

Re: Feral Cat Control 

 

 

Dear Mayor Tipple and Alderpersons: 

 

On behalf of American Bird Conservancy (ABC), I am writing to urge your opposition to the 

establishment of a trap, neuter, release (TNR) program, which would sanction and maintain feral 

cat colonies in the City of Wausau. An abundance of scientific evidence and professional 

organizations have clearly determined that TNR programs are ineffective in reducing feral cat 

numbers, contribute to unsustainable predation on sensitive wildlife, and undermine public 

health and safety.  

 

TNR Does Not Reduce Feral Cat Populations 

Although good-intentioned, TNR programs do not effectively reduce feral cat populations. 

Rather than slowly disappearing, scientific studies have identified that colonies persist and the 

number of cats may actually increase.
i,ii,iii

 Behavioral changes associated with spaying and 

neutering and the supplemental feeding of feral cat colonies under TNR “care” has been shown 

to attract stray cats and lead to the increased abandonment of pets by irresponsible owners, 

resulting in a waste of “money, time, and energy.”
ii
 The results of an evaluation of two long-term 

TNR programs in California and Florida led a team of researchers to conclude that “no plausible 

combination of [conditions] would likely allow for TNR to succeed in reducing population 

size.”
iv

   

 

Feral Cat Colonies Threaten Wildlife 

Domestic cats are a non-native species that impose considerable ecological damage and have 

contributed to the extinction of 33 species.
v
 The International Union for the Conservation of 

Nature (IUCN) lists cats among the world’s worst invasive species globally, and the Department 

of Interior’s State of the Birds 2014 Report recognized outdoor cats as the number one source of 

direct, human-caused mortality for birds.
vi,vii

 Every year in the United States, outdoor cats kill 

approximately 2.4 billion birds and 12.3 billion mammals.
viii

 Unfortunately, feeding cats does not 

eliminate this instinctive hunting behavior.
ix

 Even when cats do not directly kill wildlife, their 

mere presence has been shown to result in a reduction in the feeding of nesting chicks by one-

third and an increased likelihood of nest failure by an order of magnitude.
x
 Not only are these 

wildlife species public trust resources, many are also protected by a variety of state and federal 

laws including the Migratory Bird Treaty Act and the Endangered Species Act. To support a 





  

program that intentionally releases non-native predators into an environment with known 

endangered species is a potentially severe legal liability. 

 

Feral Cat Colonies Threaten Public Health 

Permitting and maintaining feral cats roaming in parks and neighborhoods is a recognized risk by 

public health scientists, agencies, and professional organizations such as the National 

Association of State Public Health Veterinarians.
 xi

 Cats are consistently the number one carrier 

of rabies among domestic animals and pose a “disproportionate risk for potential human 

exposure.”
xii

 Even when TNR programs incorporate rabies vaccinations, required booster shots 

necessary to ensure public safety are almost never administered.
 xiii

 

 

Cats also spread the parasite Toxoplasma gondii, which causes toxoplasmosis. This parasite is 

excreted by cats into the environment through feces, effectively contaminating soil and 

waterways. Although cats are the only definitive hosts for the parasite, all warm-blooded species 

can be infected with toxoplasmosis, and studies have linked such infections in deer with nearby 

feral cat colonies in TNR programs.
xiv

 Although once thought to only harm people with 

compromised immune systems, new research has shown that even healthy adults are at risk. 

Toxoplasmosis has been linked to schizophrenia, Alzheimer’s, obsessive compulsive disorder, 

and other neuro-degenerative diseases and can cause sudden abortion, fetal abnormalities, 

blindness, and death.
 xv,xvi

  Furthermore, a new study has documented “remarkable” working 

memory performance reductions in seniors 65 and older that test positive for the parasitic 

disease.
xvii

 TNR programs actually facilitate the spread of T. gondii, and such conditions can lead 

to epidemics of toxoplasmosis in North America.
xvii

 

 

Based on the overwhelming evidence that invariably indicates the failure of TNR, ABC urges 

you to oppose instituting TNR. Rather than putting resources into a program that will maintain 

roaming hordes of feral cats outdoors, the City would be better served by treating cats like dogs 

and effectively removing these feral animals. 

 

Thank you for your consideration. 

 

Grant Sizemore 

Director of Invasive Species Programs  

American Bird Conservancy 
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