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 WOW, and we don't mean Wausau on the Water!  The City of Wausau has cranked up its economic 

development engine, and the numbers are flying by: 

           Grants    Free Land 
 Wausau Club Renovation    $   675,000   $325,000 (low est.) 

 Wausau on the Water (Snacks & Laser Tag)   $   329,000*   $175,000 (low est.) 

 Shierl Tire Convenience Store & 11 Apartments  $   413,000**   $       -0- 
  Wausau Chemical's Relocation    $6,900,000   $150,000 (est.) 

  Totals      $8,317,000   $625,000 

 _____________ 
        *Wausau on the Water will also receive a $521,000 low-interest loan from the city. 

     **A grant of $275,000 and 15 years of free interest on a $287,500 loan worth $123,000 at 2.5%. 
 

 The Wausau Chemical and Wausau Club grants are so large relative to the project values and net worth 
of the individual recipients, the taxpayers of Wausau are creating millionaires overnight. 

 In addition, Wausau's 2015 Tax Incremental Financing (TIF) budgets contain $11.6 million dollars for 

infrastructure projects with Thomas Street and 2
nd

 Avenue accounting for half of it—an $11.6 million bet that “if 
we build it they will come.”  No word on who “they” are yet. 

 Sure, we can spend a quick $20-$21 million.  The key questions are do we have a strategy that will bring 

us growth, higher incomes and increased tax base to support city operations? 

 Webster's Compact Dictionary (1987) contains the following definition:  “strat-e-gy /'stratejē/ n, pl -iges 
: carefully worked out plan of action.” 

 What's the plan?  How are the projects connected?  What industries are targeted?  What is Wausau's 

competitive advantage in the 21
st
 Century? 

 TIF monies need to be spent wisely with an eye on return on investment; this money is not free.  For 

example, the $6.9 million for the Wausau Chemical relocation will come from money that could have been used 

to provide services by the following entities: 
  

 Wausau School District     $2,885,100 

 City of Wausau      $2,354,400 

 Marathon County     $1,344,500 
 Northcentral Technical College    $   316,000 

  

 Over the next five years, taxpayers will have to reach into their pockets for $6.9 million more to pay for 
government operations while this money is diverted to a private interest.  Once the relocation of Wausau 

Chemical is complete, the expected $150,000 annual tax payment for the new facility won't pay back the lost 

money for decades. 

 All these gifts and grants mean higher taxes for residents and businesses. 
 When is the last time you remember reading about a big-dollar give-away in Weston or Kronenwetter?  

Those communities spend less and keep taxes low to attract new residents and businesses.  Whose strategy is 

working the best? 

          Population   2012 Income per 

     Growth 1990-2010      Tax Return 
 Kronenwetter    2,360          $53,510 
 Weston     5,154          $51,600 

 Wausau     2,046          $43,570 

 

 Here's the Catch-22.  Wausau's taxes are too high to attract development without giving out large 
monetary gifts.  And, because the city gives out large “gifts,” it's property taxes climb year after year. 

 We only have enough money to assist a handful of developments per year while dozens of others turn 

away because of the tax situation.  Let's choose wisely.  
 Taxpayers deserve more than a parade of spending projects from city hall. They deserve a real economic 

development strategy. 


