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Sell the city bus system?
No proposal yet, but alderman recommends putting the county in charge 

Here’s an idea for how to get bus ser-
vice out to Rib Mountain, Wausau’s west-
side business park and the communities 
of Rothschild, Schofield and Weston: 
Take the city out of it, and let county gov-
ernment run the system.

Wausau Alderman Keene Winters hesi-
tated last week before going public with 
his idea of selling the transit system to 
the county. He wasn’t sure it was devel-
oped well enough to discuss but was get-
ting a positive reaction, so he went ahead. 

If county-operated, the buses could go 
where the riders and destinations are, not 
where elected leaders prioritize public 
transportation funding. Municipal 
boundaries would no longer limit routes.

Winters spun the idea out at the 
monthly Transit Commission meeting at 
the Metro Ride offices. His fellow com-
missioners and Transit Director Greg 
Seubert want to explore the possibility. 
There is no proposal yet, and the Mara-
thon County Board of Supervisors could 
balk at the idea of taking on another re-
sponsibility. 

Knowing only a little about the prospect, 
County Administrator Brad Karger said 
early this week the idea is “very unlikely” to 
move forward. Karger added, though, that 
the county’s Transportation Committee has 
agreed to meet with the Transit Commis-
sion “to discuss the current challenges and 
look for opportunities.” 

There were no replies to emails asking 
for comments from County Board Chair 
Kurt Gibbs or Transportation Committee 
Chair Russ Michalski, a county supervi-
sor from Wausau. 

Winters said people need transit servic-
es that cross municipal boundaries, transit 
is the No. 3 problem in the United Way’s 
LIFE report, counties are primarily re-
sponsible for social services and that a 
county-run paratransit system could mean 
better coordination there. He said he could 
favor sale of the entire system, buses in-
cluded, for $1 if the county would run it.

Seubert said two key benefits of the 
county running the system would be the 
elimination of municipal boundary limi-
tations and the ability of the county to 
levy a sales tax of a fraction of a cent to 
pay for it. Currently the city pays 30% of 
operation costs, the other 70% coming 
from fares and state and federal pro-
grams. If the county took over, the cost 
could be borne partially by property own-
ers from Athens to Birnamwood.

Earlier in Thursday’s meeting, Seubert 
was directed to look into the cost of re-
storing Saturday bus service, for at least 
part of the day. County operation could 
make that easier. 

Part of the push is coming from the 
referendum vote last November for 
Weston to stop the bus service that had 
been forced upon village leaders after a 
2012 petition drive that required restora-
tion of service there for 2013 and 2014. 
When Weston withdrew, Schofield and 

Rothschild could no longer afford the 
cost, so no buses have left Wausau since 
Dec. 31.

Transit Commission members at their 
first meeting after the Weston referendum 
vote were candid about their disappoint-
ment with village residents and leaders. 
Commission Chair Sherry Abitz let every-
one at the table vent, saying she was “very, 
very disappointed in the citizens of 
Weston.” Robert Mielke called the vote 
“morally wrong.” Winters pointed out that 
in terms of the value of average homes, 
Weston is the richest of the four commu-
nities that had bus service, yet Weston 
didn’t want to pay. Schofield’s representa-
tive, Alderwoman Joan Joss called the 
Weston decision, “really not fathomable, a 
travesty.” No Weston representatives were 
at the meeting to respond. 

The county Transportation Committee 
will look at the issue of transportation 
and employment at its meeting today. A 
recent study by the Marathon County Job 
Center looked at a one-week period in 
2014 and found that out of 423 jobs avail-
able in the Wausau area, 248 of them 
were unavailable to a city resident with-
out a car. (P.P. and B.C.K.)

Weston doesn’t  
kill feral cat proposal
Things did not look good for the newly 
formed Community Cat Action Team at 
the Weston Municipal Center Monday 
evening. The agenda item for their topic 
at the Community Life and Public Safety 
Committee contained the words “recom-
mend to deny.”

If they had failed to get a foothold in 
Weston with their idea for a trap-neuter-
return program for what they’ve termed 
“community cats,” the three representa-

tives of the group would 
have had a harder time 
getting police and city co-
operation in Wausau. 

While the committee 
recommended to the full 
village board to not grant 
the group’s members ex-
emption from prosecution 
for allowing a domestic 
animal to run at large, 
they also recommended a 
trial of the new program, 
which CCAT says will come 
at no cost to the village. 

Mark Dillman of 
Wausau spoke for CCAT. 
He said the TNR program 
has the potential to make 
the community safer, save 
money and reduce calls for 
police service. The com-
mittee members said po-
lice could use discretion as 
to whether to prosecute 
CCAT members for releas-

ing cats they do not own. 
Committee members Tamera Hansen 

and Zach Martin wanted to go on record 
as willing to try the approach that in-
volves releasing wild, unowned cats back 
where they were found before neutering. 
Administrator Daniel Guild suggested 
finding a neighborhood that would not 
object to a trial run of the TNR approach. 
CCAT will meet again with the committee 
to work on details before seeking the full 
board’s approval. 

CCAT representatives are scheduled to 
speak to Wausau’s Public Health and 
Safety Committee April 20. Weston and 
Wausau are now paying the Humane Soci-
ety of Marathon County $185 per stray 
cat taken to the shelter. (P.P.)

Teen driver in  
fatal crash sentenced
The teenager accused of illegally driving 
an SUV that crashed, killing two minors, 
was handed her sentence Tuesday. 

Oneida County Judge Michael Bloom 
sentenced the 17-year-old girl to 30 days 
in juvenile detention (the maximum sen-
tence for those charges in juvenile court) 
and two years on adult probation for her 
role in a crash last August on Hwy. 52, 
just east of Wausau. 

Two of the 10 minors involved in the 
crash, Deserae Landowski of Wausau and 
Reighlee Stevenson of Oshkosh, were killed. 

The teen faced charges of two counts of 
homicide by negligent driving, for which 
she was found delinquent. She was found 
guilty in adult court of two counts of mis-
demeanor negligent driving.

The court, according to a pool reporter 
allowed to attend Tuesday’s hearing, 
sealed the driver’s name and other infor-
mation. (B.C.K.)

Former Newman teacher 
convicted for child porn 
A Marathon County judge convicted a 
former Newman Catholic High School 
teacher of possessing child pornography 
on Monday.

Michael Switalski, 55, of Wausau plead-
ed guilty to 10 charges of possessing child 
porn as part of a plea agreement with 
prosecutors. Marathon County Circuit 
Court Judge Michael Moran read in but 
dismissed 22 child pornography charges 
as part of the agreement, meaning he 
won’t be charged with them but they will 
remain on the record. 

The state’s Department of Criminal In-
vestigation became aware of Switalski 
after Canadian authorities busted a film 
company in Canada that was selling child 
pornography via mail order. Investigators 
found Switalski’s name in a database of 
its customers. Records showed Switalski 
purchased 12 DVDs from the company, 
for a total of $277. 

At least 348 people were arrested 
worldwide as part of the investigation, in-
cluding 76 people in the U.S. 

Switalski will appear for sentencing on 
June 15. As part of the plea agreement, 
prosecutors agreed to cap their sentenc-
ing recommendation to eight years of ini-
tial confinement, and defense attorneys 
would be free to argue about extended su-
pervision. (B.C.K.)

Battle expected  
with CWED over funds
The Marathon County Board approved a res-
olution last week asking the Central Wiscon-
sin Economic Development Fund, otherwise 
known as CWED, for its money back. 

CWED is a revolving loan fund that 
gives Central Wisconsin businesses loans 
to cover start-up or expansion costs when 
bank loans aren’t enough to cover those 
expenses. 

County officials will send a letter to 
CWED asking for 47% of the fund’s re-
maining assets, the percentage that the 
county contributed to the fund, to be  
returned to the county. That’s nearly  
$1.8 million. 

Area leaders haven’t been happy with 
the way the CWED board has been han-
dling those loans; particularly that 
they’ve not been weighing risks. The 
county’s development arm, McDevco, 
suggested the county get its money back 
and start its own loan fund that could 
more directly benefit Marathon County 
businesses. 

“I’m going to send a letter, and they’re 
probably going to tell me to go jump in 
Lake Wausau,” said County Administra-
tor Brad Karger. Karger told a committee 
this week to expect a legal battle. 
(B.C.K.) 
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Under county control, buses wouldn’t stop at 
municipal boundaries, extending service to  

where it’s needed, not where it’s funded


