
 

Keene T. \Vinters 
District 6 Alderman 
Oflice Phone: 715-675-0060 
Office Fax: 715-298-0558 

DATE: February 6, 2012 

WAUSAU COMMON COUNCIL 

TO: Lisa Rasmussen, Chairperson 

FROM: 

Capital Improvement~ & Street Maintenance Committee 

David Oberbeck, Aldcnnan 
Keene Winters, Alderman 

SUBJECT: Thomas Street Reconstruction 

I lome.: 3824 Riverview Drive 
Wausau, WI 54403 

Email: Kccne.\Vinler.s@)ci. " nusau. wi.us 
\Vehsite: v..-\\'\'i. \VausauDistrict6.com 

We are writing to you 10 ask that Capital Improvements and Street Maintenanc.e (CISM) Committee consider a 
third option for Thomas Street at its February 14"' meeting. 

As we understand it, the committee is currently considering two alternative designs. One is to rebuild the street 
in its existing footprint for about $5 million. Tlie other is to reconstruct the road into a four-lane thoroughfare 
like Bridge Street for a cost of approximately $ 15 million. 

We would like to suggest that there is a third alternative. Consider constructing a two-lane road with a central 
boulevard and turning lanes. T he option wou ld address safety concerns about rear-end collision while reducing 
the property acquisition and preserving more of the neighborhood and its trees. Given the data avai lable, one 
might estimate the costs of this project to be $10 - $11 million . 

There are questions about the ultimate goal of the project. Is our main purpose to create a new 35 mi le-per-hour 
speedway to quickly move people in and out of town? Or, do we want 10 create a commercial destination with a 
"neighborhood feel?" We think this third option would do more to make Thomas Street "a destination." 

We have noted that the bridge on Thomas Street is scheduled to remain two lanes until at least 2()26. Do we 
need to get so far ahead of ourselves that we create a four-lane road that will be botllenecked by a two-lane 
bridge for at least a decade? 

We do support forward-thinking planning. However, the facts are that the population of Wausau only grew 
5.5% from 1990 to 20 I 0. We would like CJSM to make sure that the growth estimates being used for this 
project are realistic. 

Finally, as l'inance Comminee members, we should mention that the approved budget for Thomas Street in Tax 
Incremental District #6 is $13 mi llion. This third alternative can be accomplished withi n the exis.ting budget, so 
we could move expeditiously without further financing. 

We hope you will consider this third option. It is a solution that balances safety concerns with neighborhood 
preservation and does so withi.11 the existing budget. 

cc: Brad Marquardt 
Brad Lenz 
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